
When We Are Suffering 

 

Our heavenly Father does many things through the hard times he takes us through. He increasingly 

shapes us into the likeness of Christ. He creates humble dependence upon him. And in the fires and 

floods he draws near to comfort us. He’s the Father of mercies and God of all comfort. Many times, 

I’ve cried out to him for his comfort, and have found it true that he comforts us in all our affliction. Our 

sad times and hard times aren’t wasted. Our Father also prepares us to be vessels of comfort for 

others. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share 

abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 

 

If we are afflicted, it is for our comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for our comfort, 

which we experience when we patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope is 

unshaken, for we know that as we share in our sufferings, you will also share in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

vs 3 “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God 

of all comfort, 4 He comforting us in all our trouble, so that we may be able to comfort those who are 

in every trouble, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as the 

sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ.6 And if we are 

troubled, it is for your consolation and salvation, being worked out in the endurance of the same 

sufferings which we also suffer; if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation 7 And our 

hope of you is certain, knowing that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also of the 

consolation. 

 

When someone who’s never experienced a hard time and encourages us, it means so much more. 

Parents who have challenges with their children can sympathize and encourage other parents with 

kids who aren’t doing well. If we never have any challenges with our kids, it’s easy to become proud 

and not understand what other parents are going through. We can think that if those other parents 

just did the right things, their kids would turn out good like ours. But when we’ve been through the 

pain and sadness of a rebellious child, we’re much more sympathetic to other parents and much less 

likely to judge them. 

 

When we’ve seen God’s faithfulness to us in our afflictions, then we’ll be in a good position to 

promise others that God will be faithful to them in theirs. 

 

And Paul says that when we suffer we’ll be able to comfort those in ANY affliction, even though we 

don’t experience their exact pain, we know what it is to suffer and we know what it is to find God’s 

comfort in that suffering. 


